Their eagerness to embrace new worlds is exhilarating.
This month's photo shows one of our most innovative theatre faculty, Jessica
Thebus (GC91, GC97), with the work of one of our MFA students, Caitlin
McLeod. In her Toy Theatre class, Thebus gives graduate directing students a challenging assignment: create an entire work of theatre in miniature, on a tabletop, and perform it themselves. The students face all the challenges that directors encounter on a normal stage, but in a pared-down medium that asks them to think creatively about their role. In carrying out this project, each student creates a new and very personal world in which to practice the crafts of theatre.
As with every program featured in this year's calendar, the work of MFA theatre students is supported in myriad ways by alumni contributions, which fund productions, scholarships, student and faculty travel, facility improvements-all the things that take us outside the classroom and into the world. 
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C
inema is a global art that our students and faculty want to study in its global context, and that is why we organize opportunities for them to visit media capitals in Europe and Asia. These excursions are organized and led by our Office of External Programs, Internships, and Career Services (EPICS).
For example, associate professor Jacob Smith's Indian Cinema course culminates in a weeklong spring trip to Hyderabad, India, where radio/tele vision/ film students work with students from the Annapurna International School of Film and Media (AISFM). The trip provides an extraordinary learning opportunity for everyone. "It's one thing to teach about the Indian film industry," Smith says, "but quite eye-opening to be on the ground, observing students of such different cultures sharing and working together."
The 2014-15 Hyderabad seminar included, among other things, a visit to a special effects house, a meeting with an Indian cinema star, sumptuous cuisine, and a trip to Chowmahalla Palace (above). The week culminated in a 48-hour film festival that gave Northwestern and AISFM students the opportunity to partner in teams to cocreate a film. One of those films ultimately earned student Jack Birdsall a Special Projects Grant for further development from Northwestern's student-run film production company, Studio 22.
Faculty and students alike are very grateful to the alumni and parents who support these high-impact programs.
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Give every year, make a difference every day. 
T H E W O R L D A S P E R F O R M
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A s a student-run film production company providing production management, tutoring, and crews, Studio 22 helps the Northwestern film community navigate the demanding process of conceiving, shooting, editing, and finishing projects. The group has been devoted to expanding undergraduate filmmaking opportunities since its founding in the 1980s.
Last year one of the projects Studio 22 chose to support was Poker Night (above), a short film by Jack Forbes (C15) about a mother's night of card playing disrupted by the return of her prodigal daughter. Student Dan Rufolo, Studio 22 copresident, says, "It was a strong script with good comedic elements, and we trusted Jack to bring it to life."
Studio 22 faculty adviser Kyle Henry, assistant professor of radio/television/ film, observes that the group's projects are "ambitious films. As an independent narrative nonfiction filmmaker who makes low-budget films with small crews myself, I am a cheerleader and facilitator for their goals."
Studio 22 is just one of the many ways that the radio/television/film department goes beyond the Hollywood model, providing student filmmakers with cinematic support and networking opportunities through mentoring, panel discussions, and workshops with industry professionals.
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ducation is now a global enterprise, and so is the process of scholarship.
For Northwestern to maintain its excellence, the University must embrace the talented students and pioneering research emerging around the globe, and this is especially true of our work in media and communication studies. 
